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In this plenary, I will discuss four areas of research and theory that have already begun to influence the teaching of academic writing—and will continue to do so:

1. Corpus Linguistics

2. Discourse Communities

3. Academic Genres

4. Multi-modal literacies

I will comment on the implications of these topics for classroom practice.
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 Information Literacy: Evaluating an Electronic Source for Bias and Context

Instructions:  Complete the following exercise for each of the Internet sources you have selected for your research.  Answer the bulleted questions under each heading.

1. Authority: (Hints: Analyze the URL first.  What does it tell you?  On the webpage, scan for names and “about” links.)

· What type of domain is it?  Com?  Org?  Edu?  Gov?   

· What does the domain tell you about the site’s origin?  About its authority

· Is this a personal web page?  An informative page?  An interest group page?  A marketing page?  An entertainment page?

· If the page is personal, who constructed it?  What are this person’s credentials?

2. Authenticity, sources, dates  (Hints: Check the sidebar and bottom of the page.)

· Is the site authentic, not forged or altered?

· Do the sources cited seem to be well-documented?  How do you know?

· When was the site created?  Last revised?

· Who is the intended audience?   How do you know?

3. Sponsors and purposes.  (Hints: Truncate back the URL.  Try checking the 

       domain name owner.)

· What’s the page’s aim or intent?  Why was it created?

· Who sponsors or publishes the page?

· What issues are discussed?

4. Relationship to other sites:  (Hints: In Google or Alta Vista, search the link or 

part of the URL.)

· What are the links to this site?

· What do the links tell you about the purposes, sponsors, and opinions related to this site?

· Is your site found in reliable directories?

5. Your confidence in citing this source:

· Does the site have the information that you are looking for?
· Does this information relate to your research questions?
· What information is particularly useful?
· Giving your research on this site, will you cite in your paper?  Why or why not?
· If you cite it, how will you discuss it?  That is, how will you support the citation of this source in your research paper? 
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