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Theme: Civic Education

Topic: Rules and Laws

Primary Goals and Objectives:
Content Objectives: 

· Students will be able to define the terms “law “ and “rule”. 

· Students will be able to explain ideas concerning rules and laws.

· Students will be able to comment on rules and laws.

· Students will be able to explain ideas on crime  and punishment 

Language Objectives:
· Predicting content

· Stating opinion

· Learning  and using content vocabulary 

· Creating a poster  and presenting it  in  well organised manner 

Final Outcome: Poster Presentation

Considering the process that they’ve been through so far, the students will prepare a poster depending on the information they’ve learned and present it in the classroom afterwards. Working in groups of four, the students will define a rule or law and then mention a related crime and the consequences of breaking this rule or violating this law. The students can use newspaper articles, internet sources or library resources in this mini project.

Sample activities  on thematic unit 

Activity 1: The students will define crimes  and write down one paragraph story using   5 of the new vocabulary items. (20 minutes)

Activity 2: Semantic mapping. The students will find out the 7 criteria for an act to be accepted as a crime (Harm, Legality, Guilt act, Guilty mind, Causation, Concurrence, Punishment)  Then, they will explain these criteria.  (15 min)

Activity 3: Proving your innocence
The students will work in pairs; one will be the accused and the other will be the lawyer. They will work on ways of proving the innocence of the accused of the crime stated in the flashcards given them by the teacher. (15 min)

Rationale:

This thematic unit is not an example of task-based instruction but a sample of CBI as it provides coherent input for students to work with the language by using the subject mater. The students will become familiar with the concepts and also be able to use them in a meaningful way via given assignments.

CIVIC EDUCATION

Rules and Laws

Primary Goals and Objectives:

Content Objectives: 

· Students will be able to define the terms “law “ and “rule”. 

· Students will be able to explain ideas concerning rules and laws.

· Students will be able to comment on rules and laws.

Language Objectives:

· Guessing

· Predicting content

· Stating opinion

Lesson 1: What is a rule and what is a law?

Warm Up: (5 min)
 Graphic Organiser for definition of terms “rule” and “law”

Brainstorming for related vocabulary

Activity 1: What is a rule? (10 min)

1a The class makes a poster showing what a rule is. 

1b Divide the class into five groups. Each group makes a poster showing: 

· a situation where certain rules apply 

· who has to obey these rules. 
Activity 2: What is a law? (10 min)

2a Ask how students get to school. 

2b Students discuss: 


· Why must you wear a seatbelt? 

· What could happen if you do not wear a seatbelt? What are the consequences? 

· What could happen if a police officer saw you without a seatbelt? 

· Does everybody have to wear seatbelts in cars? 

2c Discuss what makes wearing a seatbelt law. List the reasons on the board in a column. Ask students to suggest other laws they know and list those on the board. Discuss why these are laws.

Activity 3: Pick the rule, pick the law (20 min)

3a Take students outside, walk around the school block and list evidence that students see for rules and laws that operate in the area. For example, Speed limit and 'stop' signs indicate road laws while a canteen sign might indicate a school rulePRIVATE "TYPE=PICT;ALT=Handout 3, 4"


Lesson 2: Why do we need rules and laws?

Warm Up: (5 Minutes )

In pairs, students list the above terms in order of importance (a) for their class and (b) for a community. 

· equality

· fairness 

              participation

Activity 1: Rules of our lives (10 min)

1a  Discuss the need for rules in the school setting. 

1b What are our rights? List students' suggestions of rights, for example, to be safe, to be treated with respect, to be educated, to be listened to, to participate, to be equal to others, to be treated fairly, to have a say. 

1c What are we expected to do in return? (What are our responsibilities?) For example: The right to safety in the classroom matches the responsibility to keep the rules to make it safe. 

PRIVATE "TYPE=PICT;ALT=Stories of Democracy"


Activity 2: Consequences (30 min)

2a In groups, students role-play situations in which rules are not kept. Groups first discuss rules that apply before conducting the role-play. Situations could include: 

· netball /football 

· using the school canteen 

· behaviour in the classroom 

· playing computer games 

· watching TV 

· wearing a school uniform 

· playing with friends 

· playing marbles or a board game. 

2b For each broken rule, students should record the possible consequence
of the action on 

2c Discuss the relationship between rules and consequences. 

· How do rules support our rights and responsibilities and help us live together safely, justly and well? 

· Why do we need rules and why do we need to know what they are? 

· How do we judge what is fair or not? 

· Do rules have to be fair for everyone? 

· How do people know what the rules are? 

· When and why do rules change? 

· Who should make the rules and why? 

· What can happen if we do not follow rules? 

2d Each group completes the statement, 'We need rules because ...' on the back of their handout. 

2e Conduct a class report-back.

Lesson 3 : Violation of Laws and breaking the Rules

Warm Up:  Graphic organiser presentation. The students will fill in the following grid before reading the text for raising schema knowledge and predicting content. (10 min)

	CATEGORY
	SOCIAL WRONG OR EVIL

	Violent Crime
	

	Property Crime
	

	Crimes Against Morality
	

	Crimes Against Public Order
	

	Crime Against Government
	

	Crime By Government
	

	Hate Crime
	

	Organised Crime
	

	white-collar Crime
	

	Occupational Crime
	

	Victimless Crime
	

	High Technology Crime
	


Activity 1:   The students will be scanning  the text and checking their predictions  (10 min)

WHAT IS A CRIME? 

A crime is a violation of law. An understanding of what the law says is a crime requires an understanding of what law is. It is important to know that "law" is not a tangible object of the real world, like a set of books or something you can touch. Law is a social invention, or convention, that societies need to survive. Law is all around us, enveloping us like a cocoon. The citizen who fills out a tax form or is dealing with criminal charges is only having to deal with legislative behavior; i.e., written codes or statutes. Legislation, codes, statutes, and courts are only the tip of the iceberg. Think of society as one big "house" and of law as the "house rules."

The world of law is a world of authoritative rules; that is, they have some authority behind them. Who's authority? The authority of those who claim and deserve the special privilege of carrying out the physical or psychological force necessary to make those rules, interpret those rules, and carry them out. Here's a couple definitions of law by a famous anthropologist and famous sociologist:

	PRIVATE
"A law or legal norm exists if its neglect or infraction is regularly met, in threat or in fact, by the application of physical force by an individual or group possessing the socially recognized privilege of so acting." E. Adamson Hoebel (1954). The Law of Primitive Man. NY: Antheneum, p. 28.

	"Law, legal rules, and order exist if they are externally guaranteed by the probability of coercion (physical or psychological) to bring about conformity or avenge violation, and is applied by a staff of people holding themselves specially ready for that purpose." Max Weber (in Max Rheinstein, 1954, Max Weber on Law in Economy and Society. Cambridge: Harvard Univ. Press), p. 5. 


A crime is an intentional violation of the law committed without defense or excuse and penalized by the state. However, this condensed legal definition doesn't do justice to all the characteristics necessary to make some behavior a crime. Technically and ideally, a crime has not been committed unless all seven (7) of the following characteristics are present:

1. Harm -- There are external consequences that injure somebody else physically or psychologically. Thinking about committing a crime or being angry enough to commit a crime is not a crime. Victimless crimes that injure only the offender are still crimes if it can be shown that there are consequences, like harm to families, friends, or the moral fabric of society.
2. Legality -- Things less serious than crimes are called "wrongs" and although wrongs may be frowned upon, they do not consist of criminal behavior. People do a lot of bad things in this world, and just because it stimulates "there ought to be a law" response doesn't necessarily mean criminal law. Instead, crimes are forbidden things for which the evil-doing has been specified in advance. 

3. Actus reus -- (Guilty act) A crime always requires action, or people doing things. Inaction when the law calls for action is also a crime. For example, if parents do not provide adequate necessities for their children, this behavior of omission is just as much a crime as someone who does something actively. When the act is due to infancy, intoxication, insanity, or other bodily disease, we say that the crime has an excuse, and hold the offender less responsible. 
4. Mens rea -- (Guilty mind) A crime always has certain mental aspects, such as intent and purpose, but also recklessness and negligence. These are all mental states, short of motive, that the law recognizes as worthy of blame. The law realizes that clear cut, well planned motives don't happen all that often, whether the behavior is directed toward good or evil. When the mental state involves duress, self-defense, or necessity, we say that the crime has a justification, and hold the offender less responsible.
5. Causation -- A crime must lead directly or indirectly to the harm without too much delay. Actual cause is direct and proximate cause is indirect. Logic must be used to determine the fairness of how far back in time the setting in motion of a chain of events resulted in foreseeable harm. 
6. Concurrence -- The criminal conduct (actus reus) and criminal intent (mens rea) must occur together at about the same time or within a year and a day of when the intent was formed. This element refers mostly to the circumstances surrounding the criminal behavior, such as whether motive was accompanied by opportunity and means. 
7. Punishment -- This is just the definition of law as having some authority behind it, but it clearly requires some sort of penal sanction, whether retribution, compensation, regulation, or rehabilitation. 

THE MAJOR CRIMES

The major crimes are those that injure society, and there is some consensus about the degree of wrong done to society. Some things are just evil in themselves (mala in se), others are evil because it is in the public interest to prohibit them (mala prohibita), others are evil because of being old, outdated, or inflexible (mala antiqua), others because of being too new (mala nova), and still others because they are confusing and ambiguous (mala ambigua). In each case, the wrong is done to society, and any harm done to the victim is just incidental. There are about twelve (12) different categories of crime in criminal law, and most typologies of this kind are simply analytical devices, but at a basic level, they shed light on whatever evils in society the law is protecting us from. The following table illustrates:

	PRIVATE
CATEGORY
	SOCIAL WRONG OR EVIL

	Violent Crime
	Killing, force, violence, threats of violence, dangerousness

	Property Crime
	Taking, depriving, trespass, converting, misleading, concealing

	Crimes Against Morality
	Fornication, seduction, illicit behavior

	Crimes Against Public Order
	Disorderliness, threats to public safety and peace

	Crime Against Government
	Rebellion, treason, sedition, perjury, corruption

	Crime By Government
	Genocide, torture, brutality, civil rights violations

	Hate Crime
	Bias, prejudice, discrimination

	Organized Crime
	Illegal good and services, too highly disciplined

	White-Collar Crime
	Deception, fixing, gouging, nonviolent illicit financial gain

	Occupational Crime
	Opportunism, misuse of professional capacities

	Victimless Crime
	Addiction, too strongly demanded, illegal exchange

	High Technology Crime
	Stealth, gleefulness,  


Activity 2: Presenting specific –content vocabulary  using a handout .In  this handout the definitions of the words are given  and students are expected to match vocabulary with the appropriate definitions.  (10 minutes )

Activity 3: Semantic mapping. The students will find out the 7 criteria for an act to be accepted as a crime (Harm, Legality, Guilt act, Guilty mind, Causation, Concurrence, Punishment)  Then, they will explain these criteria.  (15 min)


Lesson 4 :  

Common Crimes in society 

Warm-up : 

Brainstorming . The students will generate ideas on common crimes  committed  and they will jot them down.(10 minutes )

Activity 1: The students will define the crimes below and write down one paragraph story using   5 of the new vocabulary items. (20 minutes ) 

	PRIVATE
CRIME
	DEFINITION
	ELEMENTS

	Murder
	
	unlawful killing




	Rape
	
	
without consent or against will



	Robbery
	
	with intent to steal




	Assault
	
	immediate injury



	Battery


	
	to person of another

	Kidnapping
	
	moving another place



	Arson
	
	 burning



	Burglary
	
	breaking or entering





Activity 3: The students will report their stories  (20minutes.)

Lesson 5: How do you get a fair trial?

Activity 1: Proving your innocence

Vocabulary: fair trial, prove, guilty, innocent, superstition, evidence, crime, crime site, judge, jury, juror, case, facts, defendant, witness, swearing in, offence, gaol, legal rights, judiciary, jury, peers, custom, class, sympathetic, subject, rights, convicted, convict, harsh, sentenced, transported, crime rate, lawyer, absurd, bench.

Role –play activity :

· The students will work in pairs; one will be the accused and the other will be the lawyer. They will work on ways of proving the innocence of the accused of the crime stated in the flashcards given them by the teacher. (15 min)
Activity 2: Getting a fair trial

Simulation  activity 

The students will present  their  role play  .The class setting  will turn into a court and  the rest of the  students will be assigned roles ;  the opponent , the judge  etc. (35 minutes)

Lesson 6: Poster Presentation

Activity 1:  Poster

Considering the process that they’ve been through so far, the students will prepare a poster depending on the information they’ve learned and present it in the classroom afterwards. Working in groups of four, the students will define a rule or law and then mention a related crime and the consequences of breaking this rule or violating this law. The students can use newspaper articles, internet sources or library resources in this mini project.
Sample Poster:


                                                                                         






Sources:

http://www.curriculum.edu.au/democracy/ddunits/units/mp2rules-glance.htm
CRIME





VIOLENT CRIME





MURDER





the unlawful killing of a person, esp.  when done with deliberation or premeditation or occurring during the commission of another serious crime (first-degree murder) or with intent but without deliberation or premeditation (second-degree murder).





LIFE IMPRISONMENT





SAMPLE CASE


e.g. “Jeff Burkhardt, 20, is accused of killing Adrian Garcia, 20, of 1515 N. Locust on April 25, 1998.











