INDIVIDUAL RESPONSIBILITIES AND CITIZENSHIP

PREFACE

By means of this content-based lesson, 

Language Objectives:

1. Students will improve their language skills such as

· speaking through discussions and poster presentations; 

· reading through guessing vocabulary from context and filling in charts as a result of detailed reading; 

· writing through paraphrasing and summary writing; 

· listening through dicto-comp.

2. Students will acquire content related vocabulary.

3. Students will produce passive sentences.

Content Objectives:

1. Students will attain knowledge about individual responsibilities, rights, and citizenship such as: 

· The historical background of citizenship. 

· Tension between common good and individual interest.

· Some fundamental rights and duties from the Turkish Constitution. (eg. Privacy of Individual Life, Freedom of Expression and Dissemination of Thought, Right and Duty of Training and Education, Right to Vote, to be Elected and to Engage in Political Activity)

Consequently, the students will present their posters as the final project.   
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Lesson 1 : (50 MINUTES)
Warm-up (20 min.):

The instructor writes “Being a Citizen” on the board and asks the students in groups of 4 to brainstorm and make a list of all the ideas they come up with. After the students have finished, the instructor lists all the ideas on the board. Then, the instructor projects the transparency “Being a Citizen” (see appendix 1) to see how much their list matches with it. Finally, as a whole class they discuss which qualities are the ones of a good citizen.

Activity 1 (15 min.)

The Instructor asks the students to draft a list of the responsibilities of citizenship; actions a citizen is obligated to perform that contribute to the common good. For each responsibility listed, students identify whether the responsibility is personal/social, or civic, i.e. enforced by law.

Activity 2: (15 min.)

The instructor hands out the “Civic Participation Activity Sheet” (see appendix 2) to the students and asks them to complete it individually. After they have finished, they compare their charts with the student sitting next to them.

LESSON 2:  (50 MINUTES)

Warm-up: (15 min.)
Dicto-comp 

Citizenship is a key notion in democratic thought and practice. Citizens are full and equal members of a democratic political community; their identity is shaped by the rights and responsibilities that define that community. Civil rights are enforceable through the judicial system while responsibilities of citizenship are obligations to contribute to the common good. There are many different interpretations of the nature of citizenship, and disputes over those interpretations have played an important part in the evolution of democracy.
The text is read to the students twice. The first time, they should just listen. The second time, they take notes. Using the notes they reconstruct the text as a paragraph. It is not necessary to use exact words of the original text, but they must stick to the content. Their own ideas should not appear. At the end they share their dicto-comps with the students sitting next to them. In this activity the instructor has the opportunity to pre-teach the words “identity” and “community”, which appear in the following reading passage.

After the dicto-comp activity, the instructor hands out the text. 

Ancient and Classical Citizenship 

Emerging jointly with the democracy of the Greek city-states, the notion of citizenship derives from the classical Greco-Roman concept of the self-governing political community. Ancient citizenship implied equality in rights and obligations before the law and active political participation. To be a citizen was to be capable of governing and being governed. In the Greek democratic city-states, however, citizenship was restricted to free, native-born men, which meant that citizens constituted a minority of the population, even in Athens. Their participation in public life was made possible by the existence of slaves, who were responsible for performing the principal economic functions. 
During the Roman Empire the extension of citizenship first to lower classes and then to conquered foreigners produced a much more heterogeneous group of citizens. The term began to refer more to equal protection under the law than to active participation in the making and implementing of laws. Initially, the assertion of a political identity indicating allegiance to and active participation in a political community, citizenship came to signify a particular legal and juridical status. . . . 
The ideal of citizenship, however, found its culmination in the French Revolution with the Declaration of the Rights of Man and the Citizen (1789). In The Social Contract (1762), Jean-Jacques Rousseau established the basis for the modern concept of the role of citizen by connecting it to the theory of consent. The citizen, in Rousseau's view, is a free and autonomous individual entitled to participate in making decisions that all are required to obey. . . . Writing in the context of an emerging commercial society, Rousseau was aware of the tension between the common good and private interests and considered that tension to be the main threat to the well-being of the body politic. To be a true republican citizen, Rousseau believed, was to place the common good before one's individual self-interest. . . . 
Citizenship and Rights  
. . . The rights in question were freedom of speech, right to a fair trial, and equal access to the legal system. At the time, many people were refused those rights on grounds of class, gender, race, and other factors. During the nineteenth century, as an outcome of working-class struggles for political equality, important advances in political rights provided wider access to the electoral process. In the twentieth century the idea of "social rights" emerged. These involved access to an expanding set of public benefits provided by the state in such fields as health, education, insurance, and retirement benefits. . . . 
Although the ideas of shared purpose and active participation play an important role in political thought, a modern democratic community cannot be organized around a single idea of the common good. The emergence of the individual, the development of civil society, and the separation of the public and the private are valuable and unavoidable components of modern democracy. The recovery of a more participatory notion of citizenship must acknowledge the tension that necessarily exists between the identity of persons as citizens and as individuals. . . . 
Chantal Mouffe, Collège International de Philosophie ( Paris )
from Encyclopedia of Democracy
Congressional Quarterly Books 
Activity 1: (35 min.) 

Chart the History of Citizenship

Students present the information presented in the encyclopedia article "Citizenship" in a two-column chart. The instructor labels the first column The Nature of Citizenship and the second, Factors Influencing Citizenship. Students fill in the chart for the following eras: Greek city-states, Roman Empire, 19th century, and 20th century.


THE NATURE OF CITIZENSHIP
FACTORS INFLUENCING CITIZENSHIP

GREEK CITY-STATES





ROMAN EMPIRE





19TH CENTURY





20TH CENTURY





LESSON 3: (50 MINUTES)

Activity 1 : (5 min.)  

The students match the given words, which already exist in the text, with the definitions. 

1) minority



a) give permission                         
2) culmination
b) small racial, religious, etc group in a community

3) allegiance

c) the final or highest point 
4) consent



d) self-governing 
5) autonomous

       

 e) loyalty 

Activity 2: (15 min.)  

Students are asked to paraphrase the following statements from the original text. 

1- In the Greek democratic city-states, however, citizenship was restricted to free, native-born men, which meant that citizens constituted a minority of the population, even in Athens. 

2- Writing in the context of an emerging commercial society, Rousseau was aware of the tension between the common good and private interests and considered that tension to be the main threat to the well-being of the body politic. To be a true republican citizen, Rousseau believed, was to place the common good before one's individual self-interest. . . . 

3- Although the ideas of shared purpose and active participation play an important role in political thought, a modern democratic community cannot be organized around a single idea of the common good. 

4- The recovery of a more participatory notion of citizenship must acknowledge the tension that necessarily exists between the identity of persons as citizens and as individuals. . . . 

Activity 3: (15 min.) 

First, students underline all the sentences written in passive voice in the text and taking these sentences as models , they create their own sentences about the topic (minimum 5 sentences). 

E.g: In order to be a good citizen, all the taxes should be paid ……   

PROJECT ASSIGNMENT

At the end of the lesson, students are assigned to prepare a poster as a culminating project for the sixth lesson. Students work independently or with a partner to design a poster to persuade classmates or people in the community to practice good citizenship. The poster should clearly and creatively communicate what good citizenship is and illustrate some ways to achieve it. The students are encouraged to use the passive voice. 

Cool  down : ( 15 min.)  

Students  use the information presented in the encyclopedia article "Citizenship" to complete the following activity.  They record their responses on a separate sheet of paper. And then compare their writings in pairs. 

1. Explain the relationship between a citizen and his or her community. 

2. Identify two changes the Romans made to the Greek notion of citizenship. 

3. Describe the competing drives of citizens. According to Rousseau, which one should be superior? 

LESSON 4: (50 MINUTES)

Vocabulary: (50 minutes)

The students are asked to, in pairs, do vocabulary presentations. Each pair is assigned two vocabulary items. Each pair is asked to find the words in the text, study the contexts they are used in, and to present the following to their classmates:

1. the definitions, antonyms, synonyms

2. the parts of speech

3. example sentences

Vocabulary items:

inherent

comprise

prosecution

compensate

compulsory

amendments

inviolable

apprehension

detention

seized

suffrage

preclude

reconcile

conformity

incompatible

treaties

LESSON 5 (50 MINUTES) PLUS FIRST 20 MINUTES OF LESSON 6 (TOTAL 70 MINUTES)

In this lesson, some parts of the Turkish Constitution are studied. At first, Chapter 1, Articles 12-15 are read loudly as a whole class. The teacher answers any vocabulary or comprehension questions the students have. Then, the class is put into groups of 4 and each group is assigned a part from the constitution. Each group is to summarize the parts they are responsible for and present their summaries to their classmates. The rest of the class take notes in the following chart as they listen to their classmates’ summaries.

A good summary guidelines are as follows:

1. It should contain all the main points of the original text.

2. ıt should be written in your own words.

3. It should not contain any new ideas. 

Text 2: Parts from the Turkish Constitution

______________

I. Nature of Fundamental Rights and Freedoms
 
ARTICLE 12. Everyone possesses inherent fundamental rights and freedoms which are inviolable and inalienable.
 
The fundamental rights and freedoms also comprise the duties and responsibilities of the individual to the society, his or her family, and other individuals.
 
II. Restriction of Fundamental Rights and Freedoms
 
ARTICLE 13. (As amended on October 17, 2001)
 
Fundamental rights and freedoms may be restricted only by law and in conformity with the reasons mentioned in the relevant articles of the Constitution without infringing upon their essence. These restrictions shall not be in conflict with the letter and spirit of the Constitution and the requirements of the democratic order of the society  and the secular Republic and  the principle of proportionality.
 
 
III. Prohibition of Abuse of Fundamental Rights and Freedoms
 
ARTICLE 14. (As amended on October 17, 2001)
 
 
None of the rights and freedoms embodied in the Constitution shall be exercised with the aim of violating the indivisible integrity of the state with its territory and nation, and endangering the existence of the democratic and secular order of  the Turkish Republic based upon human rights.
 
No provision of this Constitution shall be interpreted in a manner that enables the State or individuals to destroy the fundamental rights and freedoms embodied in the Constitution  or to stage an activity with the aim of restricting them more extensively than stated in the Constitution.
 
The sanctions to be applied against those who perpetrate  these activities in conflict with these provisions shall be determined by law.
 
IV. Suspension of the Exercise of Fundamental Rights and Freedoms
 
ARTICLE 15. In times of war, mobilization, martial law, or state of emergency, the exercise of fundamental rights and freedoms can be partially or entirely suspended, or measures may be taken, to the extent required by the exigencies of the situation, which derogate the guarantees embodied in the Constitution, provided that obligations under international law are not violated.
 
Even under the circumstances indicated in the first paragraph, the individual’s right to life, and the integrity of his or her material and spiritual entity shall be inviolable except where death occurs through lawful act of warfare and execution of death sentences; no one may be compelled to reveal his or her religion, conscience, thought or opinion, nor be accused on account of them; offences and penalties may not be made retroactive, nor may anyone be held guilty until so proven by a court judgment.
_____________________

IV. Privacy and Protection of Private Life
 
A. Privacy of Individual Life
 
ARTICLE 20. (As amended on October 17, 2001)
 
 
Everyone has the right to demand respect for his or her private and family life. Privacy of an individual or family life cannot be violated.
 
Unless there exists a decision duly passed by a judge on one or several of the grounds of national security, public order, prevention of crime commitment, protection of  public health and public morals, or protection of the rights and freedoms of others, or unless there exists a written order of an agency authorised by law in cases where delay is prejudicial, again on the above-mentioned grounds, neither the person nor the private papers, nor belongings, of an individual shall be searched nor shall they be seized. The decision of the authorized agency shall be submitted for the approval of the judge having jurisdiction within 24 hours. The judge shall announce his decision within 48 hours from the time of seizure; otherwise, seizure shall automatically be lifted.
 

____________________

VII. Freedom of Thought and Opinion
 
ARTICLE 25. Everyone has the right to freedom of thought and opinion. No one shall be compelled to reveal his thoughts and opinions for any reason or purpose, nor shall anyone be blamed or accused on account of his thoughts and opinions.
 
VIII. Freedom of Expression and Dissemination of Thought
 
ARTICLE 26. (As amended on October 17, 2001)
 
 
Everyone has the right to express and disseminate his thoughts and opinion by speech, in writing or in pictures or through other media, individually or collectively. This right includes the freedom to receive and impart information and ideas without interference from official authorities. This provision shall not preclude subjecting transmission by radio, television, cinema, and similar means to a system of licensing.
 
The exercise of these freedoms may be restricted for the purposes of protecting national security, public order and public safety, the basic characteristics of the Republic and safeguarding the indivisible integrity of the State with its territory and nation, preventing crime, punishing offenders, withholding information duly classified as a state secret, protecting the reputation and rights and private and family life of others, or protecting professional secrets as prescribed by law, or ensuring the proper functioning of the judiciary. 
 
The formalities, conditions and procedures to be applied in exercising the right to expression and dissemination of thought shall be prescribed by law. 
__________________

II. Right and Duty of Training and Education
 
ARTICLE 42. No one shall be deprived of the right of learning and education.
 
The scope of the right to education shall be defined and regulated by law.
 
Training and education shall be conducted along the lines of the principles and reforms of Atatürk, on the basis of contemporary science and educational methods, under the supervision and control of the state. Institutions of training and education contravening these provisions shall not be established.
 
The freedom of training and education does not relieve the individual from loyalty to the Constitution.
 
Primary education is compulsory for all citizens of both sexes and is free of charge in state schools.
 
The principles governing the functioning of private primary and secondary schools shall be regulated by law in keeping with the standards set for state schools.
 
The state shall provide scholarships and other means of assistance to enable students of merit lacking financial means to continue their education. The state shall take necessary measures to rehabilitate those in need of special training so as to render such people useful to society.
 
Training, education, research, and study are the only activities that shall be pursued at institutions of training and education. These activities shall not be obstructed in any way.
 
No language other than Turkish shall be taught as a mother tongue to Turkish citizens at any institutions of training or education. Foreign languages to be taught in institutions of training and education and the rules to be followed by schools conducting training and education in a foreign language shall be determined by law. The provisions of international treaties are reserved.
 

_____________________

II. Right to Vote, to be Elected and to Engage in Political Activity
 
ARTICLE 67. (As amended on October 17, 2001)
 
 
In conformity with the conditions set forth in the law, citizens have the right to vote, to be elected, and to engage in political activities independently or in a political party, and to take part in a referendum.
 
Elections and referenda shall be held under the direction and supervision of the judiciary, in accordance with the principles of free, equal, secret, and direct, universal suffrage, and public counting of the votes. However, the conditions under which the Turkish citizens who are abroad shall be able to exercise their right to vote, are regulated by law.
 
All Turkish citizens over 18 years of age shall have the right to vote in elections and to take part in referenda.
 
The exercise of these rights shall be regulated by law.
 
Privates and corporals serving in the armed services, students in military schools, and convicts in penal execution excluding those convicted of negligent offences cannot vote. The Supreme Election Council shall determine the measures to be taken to ensure the safety of the counting of votes when detainees in penal institutions or prisons vote; such voting is done under the on-site direction and supervision of authorized judge. The electoral laws shall be drawn up in such a way as to reconcile the principles of fair representation and consistency in administration.  
 
The amendments made in the electoral laws shall not be applied to the elections to be held within the year from when the amendments go into force.

GROUP 1: Privacy of Individual Life, Article 20



GROUP 2: Freedom of Thought and Opinion, Article 25; Freedom of Expression and Dissemination of Thought, Article 26



GROUP 3: Right and Duty of Training and Education, Article 42 



GROUP 4: Right to Vote, to be Elected, and to Engage in Political Activity, Article 67 



LAST 30 MINUTES OF LESSON 6: 

DISCUSSION: The teacher starts a whole class discussion with the following questions. The students are encouraged to respond to the questions based on the information they read in the parts from The Turkish Constitution and their daily life experiences.

1. Do rights and responsibilities overlap? Is there tension and/or conflict?

2. To what extent is this tension an unavoidable aspect of modern society?

3. Can this tension have positive effects

4. What would happen if a citizen failed to carry out specific responsibilities?

5. Why is it important to balance rights and responsibilities?

6. Can you have rights without responsibilities?

LESSON 7: (50 MINUTES)

Culminating Activity

The students present their posters assigned in lesson 2 and share their ideas with their classmates. 

APPENDIX 1:
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Respecting other
people’s point of view.

People don't care about
anyone but themselves.
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[image: image5.jpg]Don't cause trouble by
trying to change things.
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helping other people.
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Helping to make your community a better place to live in.

Understanding that there aren't communities anymore. That's all gone now.

How your government and local government work.

Have knowledge and understanding about the laws in your country and how they affect you.

Accept life as it is and be grateful for what you have.

Knowing what is going on in your town, viIIage etc.

If you try to change things, you'll be opening up a can of worms. Better to leave things as they are.

Being a citizen

Getting involved in the community you live in.

If you believe everything comes to those who wait, you'lI be Ok.
CIVIC PARTICIPATION ACTIVITY SHEET

Directions: Below are some ways in which citizens can participate in their government. Think carefully about each one. Then decide if it is Very Important, Important, or Not Very Important. Place an "X" in the appropriate space for each item.

How to Participate
Very
Important
Not Very


Important

Important

Voting in elections




Staying informed by reading




newspapers and listening to




news on television




Signing a petition




Writing letters to elected




representatives about issues of




Concern




Volunteering to help, or




contributing money to a




political party or candidate




Running for office




Reporting crimes




Obeying laws




Talking about issues in the




community, state or country




Helping the community or




nation in an emergency




Paying taxes




Serving in the military




Doing volunteer work in the




Community




Keeping the environment dean




Wearing a political button or




putting a sticker on your car




Joining a citizen's group to




work on a problem

.-


