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Target Audience: Undergraduate / Advanced Level 

Topic Area: Freedom of Speech/Expression, Freedom of Press, Freedom of Religion

Activity Type: Picture Demonstration, and Integrated Skills, Reading (Skimming & Scanning) Speaking (Agreement / Disagreement for Class Discussion), Listening, and Writing.

Background: Students have already had some information on “Human Rights”

Knowledge/skills/attitudes to be developed:

In this lesson students will be able to explore the extent to which a person will go for his ideals, focusing on one man's pursuit of individual freedoms: freedom of speech, press, assembly, and petition etc. They will be able to gain language skills--reading, listening, speaking, and writing. Also, they will be able to reflect their critical thinking on how existing laws may be inadequate as technology changes.

Objectives:

· To provide students with opportunities to express their ideas on Freedom through the pictures.

· To reinforce key vocabulary and concepts 

· To function syntactic patterns in order to share or exchange their opinions 

· To act on the basis of consciously made, individual or group decision

· To write their ideas about the Freedom, using the related words and structures

Procedure: 

· Have students read to the comprehension questions and respond them accordingly

Warm up (5-10 minutes)

· What do you think human rights/ individual freedoms mean?

· What kinds of individual freedoms can you see in the picture?

· Do you know any famous people supporting human rights in the world?

· Do you think people should have some responsibilities toward the others’ right to speak? 

· What do you know about Martin Luther King?

· Have you ever alienated friends or family because you stood up for something you thought was right?

Transition from warm up to the Activity 

· Write key words and phrases from student responses on the board. 

· Ask students if they want to add any other individual freedom(s) to the list. 
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Activity 1 (10-15 minutes) Listening & Speaking
Objectives: 

· To have students grasp words/phrases while listening to the authentic text

· To allow students to gain broad information on “the Human Rights”

Procedure: 

· Have students listen to the text twice and fill in the blanks with appropriate words or phrases 

· Have students speak on what they hear and tell their opinions to their peers. What do the audience think/feel of M. Luther King’s  efforts?

The following passage is about the Speech by Martin Luther King. Listen to the text and fill in the missing information in the blanks (1 to 10) with appropriate words or phrases. 

Dr. Martin Luther King’s Speech

I have a dream that my four little children will one day live in a nation where they will not be judged 

(1) __________________________, but (2)__________________________; 

I have a dream today. I have a dream that one day right down in Alabama little black boys and black girls 
3) ____________________________ with little white boys and white girls as sisters and brothers; 

I have a dream today. This is our (4) ______________; this is the faith that I go back to the South with. With this faith, we will be able 

(5) ____________________________, 

(6) ____________________________, to struggle together,

(7) ____________________________, 

     to stand up for freedom together, knowing that we’ll be free one day. 

When we allow freedom to ring, when we let it ring from every              (8) _____________ and every hamlet, from every state and every city, we will be able to speed up that day when all of God’s children—black men and white men, Jews and Gentiles, (9) ___________ and Catholics—will be able to join hands and sing in the words of the old Negro spiritual,

Free at last.

                  Great (10) _____________ Almigthy, we are free at last.

Activity 2 (30-35 minutes) Reading 

Objectives: 

· To guide students towards the concept of Freedom of Expression and referring words.

· To make the students gain inference on what they’ve been reading.

Procedure: (5-10 minutes)
· Have the students scan the text and ask why freedom of expression is considered as such an important right.

· Then ask about some referring items as given in bold. 

Read the text given and determine which word(s) they refer to.
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FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION 

This freedom
refers to


It (1)



Other



It (2)



This



These



Core text is adapted from www.aclu.org/library/pbp10.html
Activity 3 (10 minutes)  (Reading - Skimming)

Objectives: 

· To draw the students’ attention to the related words and make them use these when necessary.

· To give the students an opportunity to note regular meaning difference typically conveyed by aspect.

Procedure:

· Have the students guess the appropriate words given in the text from the definitions.

Following is the definitions of the words in the text “Freedom of Expression”. Put the appropriate word in the space provided on the left for the meanings given on the right. This exercise includes one extra you do not need to find.

1- .......................... 

a gathering of persons esp. for deliberation and legislation, or for 

      

worship act of coming together 

2- .......................... 

a document that protects what you say, what you write, and your 

right to meet freely with other people in clubs, organizations, and 

demonstrations

3- ........................... 

essential, serving as the primary origin

4- .......................... 

to prohibit, especially by law 

5- .......................... 

any power or privilege to vested in a person by the law, custom, 

etc.

6- .......................... 

a choice made, as for a candidate for office or in a referendum

www.aclu.org/library/pbp10.html



Activity  4- (15 minutes)  (Reading Skimming)

Objectives: 

· To provide students with opportunities to gain reading skills, scanning, and skimming.  

· To draw students’ attention to the related words and concepts concerning the theme of the lesson 

Procedure:

· Divide class into two groups of five students, and distribute five pieces of the following short texts 

· Deliver/Handle short texts to one group and the headlines to the other. Make the groups match their headline.

· Ask the students to read the short texts concerning the whole headlines with the meanings and provide the necessary responses for each one’s importance.

· Ask the students if the Freedom of Speech is absolute. 
· Ask the students if Society and the Legal System recognize limits on the Freedom of Speech and provide them with the necessary information.

Look at the headlines and match them with the appropriate texts given below.
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Right to Petition
2. Freedom of Religion
3. Freedom of the Press
4. Freedom of Speech
5. Freedom of Assembly   
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Activity 5 Reading (20 minutes) (Scanning/ Inference)

Objectives: 

· To provide students with opportunities to inference skills

· To have students to underline and identify the reasons, generating their ideas

· To allow students to write the important details in pair

· To draw students’ attention on critical thinking based on what they have already learnt about the issue.

Procedure:

· To have students do this exercise individually to provide them with comprehension practice

· To have students write their responses

· To have students explicitely compare their responses to highlight the important reasons (A kind of testing and diagnostic activity)
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THREE  REASONS

WHY  FREEDOM  OF   EXPRESSION 

IS  ESSENTIAL 

TO  A  FREE  SOCIETY
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Activity 6 Speaking  (15 minutes)

Objectives:

· To make the students express/defend themselves

· To get teh students to develop an analytical approach to the language they encounter in the real world

Procedure:

· Divide class into groups of five. 

· Distribute five pieces of paper, each with one of the following roles and facts. Each student begins with his/her role and has five minutes to think and defend himself/herself on the assigned role.

Required roles: Ms. X / Mr.Y (the Defendant), Judge, Defense, Jury, Witnesses (Elections Officials, Protestors, Civil Libertarians, etc.)
Role Play: The trial 

[image: image12.wmf]
FACTS 1: Ms. X is a university student activist who is concerned about the Turkish political system and the electoral process. She believes that the system does not benefit the majority of people of Turkey, and is not truly democratic. There is an election called and, in order to express her beliefs to the public, she arranges for the media to witness her tearing of the election ballot she is given. 


[image: image13.wmf]FACTS 2: Mr. Y is a farmer activist who is living in a village and he is concerned 

about the Turkish political system and the electoral process. So does he believe that

the system does not benefit the majority of people of Turkey, and is not truly 

democratic. When it is the election day, he arranges for a picnic with his family 

and friends; thus, he calls the media in order to express his beliefs to the publicto witness their having picnic together instead of going to vote-place to vote. 


The democratic system is based on the casting of citizens’ votes. Therefore, Facts 1 and Facts 2 are against the law in Turkey to destroy an election ballot or even not voting it. Ms. X is charged with violating the Elections Act, and may face a 10.000.000 TL fine and/or up to one month imprisonment, if convicted. Mr. Y and all his followers may face a 800.000.000 TL fine and/or up to one month imprisonment, if convicted.

Adapted and modified by the text http://www.bccla.org/citizenship/lesson3.html

Activity 7 Writing (20 minutes)

Objective :

· To provide the students with familiarity of the business letters.

· To make them aware of the fact that speaking and writing are closely connected skills.

· To help them learn to support a point by providing the letter in a formal way.

Procedure:

· Divide class into pairs. 

· Ask the students to choose one of the following topics and facts. 
· Ask each student to start a formal letter they think that that person chooses his right not to vote.
For each point below, write a formal letter to the related person describing your own reasons for the person convicted.

1. Students should write a letter to Judge about their decision for Ms. X or Mr. Y. 

2. Students as Civil Libertarians write a letter to Election Officials about their decisions for Ms. X or Mr. Y. 
3. Ms. X should write a letter to Judge about their decision for herself.

4. Mr. Y should write a letter to Judge about their decision for himself and his followers.









(see Appendix  for the assessment)
Activity 8 Speaking & Reading Skills  (Argumentation) (20 minutes)

Objective :

· To provide the students with further information on global human values/rights

· Get responses for the free questions related to the topic.

Procedure:

· Ask the students to speculate the meaning of “censorship and banning” and their variations as verb, noun, adjective

· Then make the student guess on what the books “Tom Sawyer and Huckleberry Finn, Harry Potter, Of Mice and Man” have in common. If no one mentions the correct answer, explain that over the years, these have been banned or have been suggested for banning in many schools. 

· Ask the students if they have ever read one of those and if they have ever found the books to be entertaining, informative, beneficial or objectionable?

· Ask the students to find if the following statesments are true (T) or false (F)

Censorship: The act of examining and removing 

                    something objectionable. 

Explain to the students that the pressures to suppress freedom of expression are widespread and powerful in society. This is why it is so important to understand fully the benefits that free expression of ideas provides to society. 

· Do you know what Leaves of Grass, Lady Chatterley’s Lover, Tom Sawyer and Huckleberry Finn,  Mice and Men, Harry Potter and the Sorcerer's Stone and The Bible have in common? 

They have all been challenged or banned in public schools. 

Leaves of Grass, was Walt Whitman's famous collection of poetry, and was withdrawn in Boston in 1881, after the District Attorney threatened criminal prosecution for the use of explicit language in some poems. The work was later published in Philadelphia. 

D. H. Lawrence's Lady Chatterley’s Lover was the object of numerous obscenity trials in both the UK and the United States up into the 1960s.

An illustrated edition of Little Red Riding Hood was banned in two California school districts in 1989. And then Little Red Cap story from Grimm’s Fairy Tales was also banned because the book showed the heroine taking food and wine to her grandmother. The school districts cited concerns about the use of alcohol in the story. 

In Mark Twain's lifetime, his books Tom Sawyer and Huckleberry Finn were excluded from the juvenile sections of the Brooklyn Public library, and banned from the library in Concord, MA, home of Henry Thoreau. In recent years, some high schools have dropped Huckleberry Finn from their reading lists.

http://onlinebooks.library.upenn.edu/banned-books.html

Indicate if each statement is true (T) or false (F) according to your understanding of the text. Use information in the text and inferences which can be drawn from to make your decisions.

1 ___ In recent years, some of the books have been added to the libraries again.

2 ___ Grimm’s Fairy Tales was banned because of its stimulating the youth to use drugs. 

3 ___ Leaves of Grass, is one of the books withdrawn upon being against legal proceedings.

4 ___ Lady Chatterley’s Lover was the object of numerous indecent trials in many countries.

5 ___ Walt Whitman's famous collection of poetry is still on the shelves of the book stores.
Activity 9 (15 minutes) Speaking

Objective: 

· To arouse the students’ attention on interpersonal skills and argumentations based on the information they have already gained.

· Explain the arguments supporting and opposing a student's constitutional right to wear an armband to school as an expression of speech. 

· Take a position supporting or opposing a student’s right to freedom of expression based upon conflicting issues and values.

Procedure:

· Divide class into two groups of eight students to hand out sixteen pieces of paper, eight of which include each of the following questions and eight of which have their answers written on.                                                                       

· Ask them to find their partners (either questions or responds) and argue about the issue on what they have been assigned and make them go on the procedure till they read all the questions so that they can insert all the argumentative questions.                                      

· Assign the students to write two reports based on an optional question s/he chooses as pair work one for agreement and one for disagreement. This assingment is done at home. 

Do I have a right to freedom of speech while I am in school? 

Can the school place limits and restrictions on such activities? 

What can we do if the school does try to censor us? 

Can school officials ban speech which they claim is false?
Can they ban our publication just because it criticizes school officials?
Can school officials prevent me from expressing my opinion because they think it is too controversial?

Can I be punished for saying or writing something provocative at school?   
Do school officials have more power to control our publication if it is school-sponsored or bears the school’s name?





Activity 10 (25 minutes) Reading & Writing

For Reinforcement, Extended Learning, and Enrichment

1. Explain what you think are some of the most important responsibilities you have in order to protect your rights. 

2. What responsibilities should you take to protect the rights of others? Why? 

3- Ask students to write a report on a television show which encourages young people to develop individual freedom. 

4- Invite a representative of local, state, or national government to speak to the class. Ask the person to provide examples of government actions that serve the common welfare

5- Outside reading as in the following:

Rap for Freedom of Speech



At what cost should one pursue the freedom of speech?

Is the right to freedom of speech unconditional? Why, Why not?

If you were a composer and all your thoughts and efforts were written down onto a piece of paper, would you want a big brother to come and tell you that half of the subject matter is inappropriate and had to be censored? 

Censorship can be defined as a banning of literature, music, and other forms of expression. This is a problem that many rap artists face these days. The three main objectives in this piece I will pursue is why we should allow artists to express themselves, why rap artists should have the freedom of speech, and why censoring destroys the art in rap. For these reasons I believe that rappers should have the freedom to express their views on their albums. For years gangsta rappers have sang about the racism, police harassment, poverty and desperation that exists in America’s inner most parts of cities. In one of the most famous cases of music censorship, police in Dade County, Florida set up, for example, a sting to arrest three retailers selling copies of a record by 2 Live Crew to children under the age of 18. Objections to 2 Live Crew started with the breakthrough of their hit Me So Horny. No prosecutions resulted in standing convictions. The ban even extended to ads for St. Ides Malt Liquor, which used Ice Cube as a spokesperson. As we can see censorship is a major controversy in the rap community. Many people believe that freedom can only exist in a somewhat controlled environment. Most would-be censors think that your freedom ends when it begins to hurt others. Censoring music, however, may do the most damage. For every time musical content or a CD is removed, the censors have taken away part of your intellectual freedom, the freedom to listen and understand all points of view, even if they are unpopular. Some people view many rap artists as doing nothing but harming and distorting peoples’ views on life, but I believe that people take their original attitude to subjects such as rap and take from it what they want. Letting artists express themselves helps us to take something positive from their views and expand our mind and social perspectives. Taking Eminem as an example. He writes songs about death, drugs, and rape because of the way he was raised and the way he views his life. I think this gives us a better understanding of other people’s views and perspectives on life issues.

Assignment: Writing

Students will be asked to follow the week’s national or international news so that the can find a newspaper article/news on television, dealing with a case or incident where an individual’s right to express themselves freely has been challenged. They are required to report the facts and the issues in the article or news. They should express their own opinion on the subject with reasons based on allowing everyone the opportunity to express their views and why freedom of expression should or should not be limited in our society.

Evaluation / Assessment: 

· Students will be evaluated on the given text entries, participation in class discussion, participation in group activity, and completion of research and essays.

·  Use the following five-point rubric to evaluate students' work during this lesson. 

· Five points: Students highly engaged in class discussions, and they wrote comprehensive and thoughtful editorials that include several relevant facts and quotes. 

· Three points: Students participated in class discussions, and they wrote somewhat comprehensive editorials that include some facts and at least one quote. 

· One point: Students participated minimally in class discussions, and they wrote simplistic editorials that include few or no facts or quotes. 

(For more details about assessment, see Appendix I)

Reading for Pleasure

Political and Social Ideas from Famous People

“The best society and human existence happen when humans  take three steps. First, they have to determine the truth. Second, they have to act on the truth, and third, they separate truth from superstition, false things, or misinformation. And people keep determining the truth than free speech: Testing the validity of an idea in the waters of public discussion and debate.” -- Dave Rodgers
"He that will not reason is a bigot, He that cannot reason is a fool, 

He that dares not reason is a slave."

William Drummond
"More than any other time in history, mankind faces a crossroads. One path leads to despair and utter hopelessness. The other, to total extinction. Let us pray we have the wisdom to choose correctly." --Woody Allen 

http://free.freespeech.org/unlimitedfreedom/philosophies.html
KEYS

Dr. Martin Luther King’s Speech KEY

I have a dream that my four little children will one day live in a nation where they will not be judged by the color of their skin, but by the content of their character; I have a dream today. I have a dream that one day right down in Alabama little black boys and black girls will be able to join hands with little white boys and white girls as sisters and brothers; I have a dream today. This is our hope; this is the faith that I go back to the South with. With this faith, we will be able to work together, to pray together, to struggle together, to go to jail together, to stand up for freedom together, knowing that we will be free one day. So let freedom sign.  When we allow freedom to ring, when we let it ring from every village and every hamlet, from every state and every city, we will be able to speed up that day when all of God’s children—black men and white men, Jews and Gentiles, Protestants, and Catholics—will be able to join hands and sing in the words of the old Negro spiritual,

Free at last, free at last

Great God Almigthy, we are free at last 



www.mecca.org/~crights/dream.html
1-   (F)   In recent years, some of the books have been added to the libraries again.

2-   (F)   Grimm’s Fairy Tales was banned because of its stimulating the youth to use drugs. 

3-   (T)   Leaves of Grass, is one of the books withdrawn upon being against legal proceedings.

4-   (T)   Lady Chatterley’s Lover was the object of numerous indecent trials in many countries.

5-   (T)   Walt Whitman's famous collection of poetry is still on the shelves of the book stores.

Following is the definitions of the words in the text “Freedom of Expression”. Put the appropriate word on the left for the meanings given on the right. This exercise includes one extra.

1- ....Assembly............... 

a gathering of persons esp. for deliberation and legislation, or for 

      

worship act of coming together 

2- ..Bill of Rights....... 

a document that protects what you say, what you write, and your 

right to meet freely with other people in clubs, organizations, and 

demonstrations

3- ...Fundamental............ 

essential, serving as the primary origin

4- ...Forbid.................... 

to prohibit, especially by law 

5- ...X....................... 

any power or privilege to vested in a person by the law, custom, 

etc.

6- ..Vote........................ 

a choice made, as for a candidate for office or in a referendum

Freedom of religion
----Citizens have freedom to attend a church, mosque, synagogue or temple of their choice — or not to attend at all. The First Amendment allows us to practice our religion ..........

Freedom of speech
The First Amendment keeps the government from making laws that might stop us from saying what we think. People have the right to criticize the government and to share their opinions with others. 

Freedom of the press
A free press means we can get information from many different sources. The government cannot control what is printed in newspapers and books, broadcast on TV or radio or offered online. Citizens can request time on television to respond to views with which they disagree; they may write letters to newspaper editors and hope those letters will be printed for others to see. They can pass out leaflets that give their opinions. They can have their own Web pages and offer their opinions to others through the many means made available by the Internet.

Freedom of assembly
Citizens can come together in public and private gatherings. They can join groups for political, religious, social or recreational purposes. By organizing to accomplish a common goal, citizens can spread their ideas more effectively.

Right to petition
“To petition the government for a redress of grievances” means that citizens can ask for changes in the government. They can do this by collecting signatures and sending them to their elected representatives; they can write, call or   e-mail their elected representatives; they can support groups that lobby the government. 

1 Do I have a right to freedom of speech while I am in school?
1  Yes. You do not give up your constitutional rights when you enter school. The First Amendment generally guarantees you the freedom of speech and freedom of the press. But, there are also two special laws that specifically protect students’ rights of freedom of speech and the press at school. These laws are in the California Education Code. They are: * Section 48907 giving a special guarantee against censorship and *  Section 48950 that extends free speech protection. They are important ones to remember! 

2 Can the school place limits and restrictions on such activities? 

2 Yes. Even under the First Amendment, a public school can adopt reasonable rules. These regulate "time, place, and manner" of exercising these free speech rights. School can not prohibit or censor speech or press activities by students on (what you are saying), unless what you are saying falls within one of these three exceptions: * it is legally "obscene"; * it is untrue and harms someone’s reputation, or you know that it is untrue when you write or say it; or * it creates the immediate danger of causing students to commit an act that is unlawful or in violation of school rules. This causes a disruption of the operation of the school.

3 What can we do if the school does try to censor us?
 3 Each school district puts the rules to control speech and press activities. So, if you are faced with a school official who is trying to limit what you say or write, you should ask to see those written rules. This is to determine whether the school official is following the rules they should follow. But you should remember: sometimes exercising your free speech rights may involve risks. For example, school officials do not always follow the law on this. Thus, you may be acting within your rights, but you may have a struggle in school or even need to go to court.

4 Can school officials ban speech which they claim is false?

4 Yes/No. There is no simple answer. The law only allows the prohibition of speech which is "untrue" or "harmful for reputation." These are words to write or say something that you know is false, that injures someone’s reputation, and that you are careless in writing (by not finding out whether it is false or not). 
Facts can be false -- your opinion can never be libelous. The line between a fact and an opinion, however, is not always clear. Finally, there are sometimes privacy considerations take into account. These considerations are often a matter of good journalism but occasionally there are legal concerns as well. 

5 Can they ban our publication just because it criticizes school officials?

5 No. Criticism of school officials and school policies is clearly free speech if it does not violate the libel laws. Instead of censoring what you say, school officials should try to get their message across with their own article in the school paper or some other response. The only time school officials may be able to justify banning your article is if they can prove that it will lead to an immediate and major disruption at the school. However, just thinking that an article on drugs or gang activity might be bad for the school’s reputation is not a good enough reason for censorship.

6 Can school officials prevent me from expressing my opinion because they think it is too controversial?

6 No. School officials may believe that articles or leaflets about such topics as racism, gay rights, drugs on campus are too controversial for student publications. However, they cannot censor those topics unless there is clear evidence. This means that the article will provoke students to commit unlawful acts or to disrupt the school. Even if the article would provoke strong disagreement for some students, they cannot censor it. 
Criticism of your school, criticism of students, teachers or school officials, or discussion about serious problems is generally protected. 

7 Can I be punished for saying or writing something provocative at school?   
7 Sometimes school authorities try to punish students who make provocative statements or joke about school violence. They argue that the student is making a "terrorist threat." In order to be considered a "threat," you must intend that others take your words as a threat. In addition, your words must be so clear and convincing that they would cause another person to really believe that you intend to carry out the threat and to have a fear for his or her safety.

8 Do school officials have more power to control our publication if it is school-sponsored or bears the school’s name?

8 No. Our law is clear that freedom of speech and press applies to official school publications that students write, even if the school pays the costs of producing the newspaper. (That means that only articles that are "obscene, libelous or substantially disruptive" can be censored.) The law also says that student editors, and not teachers or administrators, are the ones responsible for assigning and editing articles.

APPENDIX 

HOLISTIC CRITERIA FOR WRITING 

PRIVATE
Rating 
Criteria 

5
· Vocabulary is precise, varied, and vivid 

· Organization is appropriate to writing assignment and contains clear introduction, development of ideas, and conclusion 

· Transition from one idea to another is smooth and provides reader with clear understanding that topic is changing 

· Meaning is conveyed effectively 

· A few mechanical errors may be present but do not disrupt communication 

· Shows a clear understanding of writing and topic development 

4
· Vocabulary is adequate for grade level 

· Events are organized logically, but some part of the sample may not be fully developed 

· Some transition of ideas is evident 

· Meaning is conveyed but breaks down at times 

· Mechanical errors are present but do not disrupt communication 

· Shows a good understanding of writing and topic development 

3
· Vocabulary is simple 

· Organization may be extremely simple or there may be evidence of disorganization 

· There are a few transitional markers or repetitive transitional markers 

· Meaning is frequently not clear 

· Mechanical errors affect communication 

· Shows some understanding of writing and topic development 

2
· Vocabulary is limited and repetitious 

· Sample is comprised of only a few disjointed sentences 

· No transitional markers 

· Meaning is unclear 

· Mechanical errors cause serious disruption in communication 

· Shows little evidence of discourse understanding 

1
· Responds with a few isolated words 

· No complete sentences are written 

· No evidence of concepts of writing 

0
· Nothing written

Source: S.S. Moya, Evaluation Assistance Center (EAC)-East, Georgetown University, Washington, D.C., 1990.
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----The First Amendment keeps the government from making laws that might stop us from saying what we think. People have the right to criticize the government and to share their opinions with others.





----Citizens can come together in public and private gatherings. They can join groups for political, religious, social or recreational purposes. By organizing to accomplish a common goal, citizens can spread their ideas more effectively.
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----Citizens can ask for changes in the government. They can do this by collecting signatures and sending them to their elected representatives; they can write, call or e-mail their elected representatives; they can support groups that lobby the government. 








----We can get information from many different sources. The government cannot control what is printed in newspapers and books, broadcast on TV or radio or offered online. Citizens can request time on television to respond to views with which they disagree; they may write letters to newspaper editors and hope those letters will be printed for others to see. They can pass out leaflets that give their opinions...........
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Yes. You do not give up your constitutional rights when you enter school. The First Amendment generally guarantees you the freedom of speech and freedom of the press. But, there are also two special laws that specifically protect students’ rights of freedom of speech and the press at school. These laws are in the California Education Code. They are: 


* Section 48907 giving a special guarantee against censorship and 


*  Section 48950 that extends free speech protection. 


They are important ones to remember! 














Freedom of Expression is comprised of freedom of speech, of press, of association, of assembly and petition. The Supreme Court has written this freedom as "the matrix, which is the indispensable condition of nearly every other form of freedom." According to the Court, without it, other fundamental rights,  like  the right to vote,    would not be exist at all. The highest law in the country is the USA Constitution, which as some amendments.  These are  also known  as  the  Bill of Rights.  It





guarantees that the government can never deprive people of certain rights including the right to freedom of religion and speech.This means that the government does not have the right to forbid us from saying what we like and from writing what we like; we can form clubs and organizations, and take part in demonstrations and rallies.





Yes. Even under the First Amendment, a public school can adopt reasonable rules. These regulate "time, place, and manner" of exercising these free speech rights. School can not prohibit or censor speech or press activities by students on (what you are saying), unless what you are saying falls within one of these three exceptions: 


* it is legally "obscene"; 


* it is untrue and harms someone’s reputation, or you know that it is untrue when you write or say it; or 


* it creates the immediate danger of causing students to commit an act that is unlawful or in violation of school rules. This causes a disruption of the operation of the school.








----Citizens have freedom to attend a church, mosque, synagogue or temple of their choice — or not to attend at all. The First Amendment allows us to practice our religion ..........





� EMBED MSPhotoEd.3  ���





No. Criticism of school officials and school policies is clearly free speech if it does not violate the libel laws. Instead of censoring what you say, school officials should try to get their message across with their own article in the school paper or some other response. The only time school officials may be able to justify banning your article is if they can prove that it will lead to an immediate and major disruption at the school. However, just thinking that an article on drugs or gang activity might be bad for the school’s reputation is not a good enough reason for censorship.





No. School officials may believe that articles or leaflets about such topics as racism, gay rights, drugs on campus are too controversial for student publications. However, they cannot censor those topics unless there is clear evidence. This means that the article will provoke students to commit unlawful acts or to disrupt the school. Even if the article would provoke strong disagreement for some students, they cannot censor it. �Criticism of your school, criticism of students, teachers or school officials, or discussion about serious problems is generally protected. 











Sometimes school authorities try to punish students who make provocative statements or joke about school violence. They argue that the student is making a "terrorist threat." In order to be considered a "threat," you must intend that others take your words as a threat. In addition, your words must be so clear and convincing that they would cause another person to really believe that you intend to carry out the threat and to have a fear for his or her safety.





No. Our law is clear that freedom of speech and press applies to official school publications that students write, even if the school pays the costs of producing the newspaper. (That means that only articles that are "obscene, libelous or substantially disruptive" can be censored.) The law also says that student editors, and not teachers or administrators, are the ones responsible for assigning and editing articles.
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It's the foundation of self-fulfillment. The right to express one's thoughts and to communicate freely with others affirms the dignity and worth of every member of society. This right allows each individual to realize his or her full potential. Thus, freedom of expression is an end in itself -- and as such, deserves society's greatest protection.


It's vital to the advancement of knowledge, and the search for the truth. For instance, John Stuart Mill was the eminent 19th-century writer and civil libertarian, and he contended that enlightened judgment is possible only if one considers all facts and ideas, 








from whatever source, and tests one's own conclusions against opposing views.


Therefore, all points of view -- even those that are "bad" or socially harmful -- should be represented in society's "marketplace of ideas."


It's necessary to our system of self-government and gives the American people a "checking function" against government excess and corruption. If the American people are to be the masters of their fate and of their elected government, they must be well-informed and have access to all information, ideas and points of view. Mass ignorance is a breeding ground for oppression and tyranny.





           � HYPERLINK "http://archive.aclu.org/library/pbp10.html" ��http://archive.aclu.org/library/pbp10.html�








Do you agree with “A  Picture is Worth a Thousand Words?”











 Yes/No. There is no simple answer. The law only allows the prohibition of speech which is "untrue" or "harmful for reputation." These are words to write or say something that you know is false, that injures someone’s reputation, and that you are careless in writing (by not finding out whether it is false or not). �Facts can be false -- your opinion can never be libelous. The line between a fact and an opinion, however, is not always clear. Finally, there are sometimes privacy considerations take into account. These considerations are often a matter of good journalism but occasionally there are legal concerns as well. 








Each school district puts the rules to control speech and press activities. So, if you are faced with a school official who is trying to limit what you say or write, you should ask to see those written rules. This is to determine whether the school official is following the rules they should follow. But you should remember: sometimes exercising your free speech rights may involve risks. For example, school officials do not always follow the law on this. Thus, you may be acting within your rights, but you may have a struggle in school or even need to go to court.
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