Assignment 3: Argumentation

a.    The Toulmin Model of Argumentation, written by Chris Werry, San Diego State University

b. Exercises practicing argumentation

http://www.missouri.edu/~pattonmd//genre.html
http://www.eslplanet.com/teachertools/argueweb/frntpage.htm 
Homework

a.  The Toulmin Model of Argumentation
1. Identify warrants each of Nate’s essays in Homework Assignment 2a.  How do they change?

2. Which of the six types of warrants do you use in your writing?  Why?

b. Please check the following websites and complete the exercises in the second site.

c.  Assignment for Seminar Participants: Using the Toulmin Model 

Please bring your 20 copies of the texts that you analyze along with you to the seminar.  We will be discussing your analyses during the argumentation mini-course.

Select an argument text of some length (more than 500 words) that is sufficiently rich to afford analysis.   Briefly respond to each of the questions below,  numbering your answers.  Include the (marked up) text with your paper.

A. Genre, writer, community, and rhetorical context:  Before you begin to analyze the text itself, discuss the context for this text, based upon some research, if necessary:

1. Situation: Where was it published or presented?  What can you say about the nature of these contexts?

2. Genre:  What is this text called by the community in which it is valued? What are the conventions of this text, if any?  What style is appropriate?

3. Audience: Who is/are the audience(s)?  What are their values, interests, and concerns?  What topoi are their commonplaces?

4. Writer:  What is known (or can be discovered) about the writer? (Do some WEB research, if necessary.)  What else has s/he written?  What is already established about the writer’s ethos?   

5. Exigency:  What motivated this piece?  Is it written in response to an event?  To another text?

6. Other factors:  Why are you, as reader, interested in this text?  What motivates you to read it?

B. Text analysis:

7. Extra-linguistic features:  What visual elements are present in this text?  Does the author use headings?  Unusual fonts?  Other features that stand out?  How do these elements affect you as reader?
8. Text chunking:  Number the paragraphs.  What are the functions of the various parts of the text?  Why do you think that the author organized the text in this way?
9. Toulmin analysis: 

a) What is the author’s claim?  Where does it appear? What comments can you make about the language of this claim?  
b) What are the grounds (also called “data,” or “evidence”) for this claim? Given the audience, context, and other factors, do you consider this evidence sufficient?  Appropriate?
c) What is the warrant, or major premise upon which this claim is based? What type of warrant is used?  (“Argument based on generalization, etc.”) Is the warrant appropriate, considering the rhetorical context?
d) What backing does the writer use to justify the warrant?  
e) Many writers feel that they must point out exceptions to the claim or counter arguments, called rebuttals or reservations.  Does this writer handle limitations and opposition well?  How? 
f) Qualification:  Does the writer hedge his/her claim?  How? 
C. Style or register: 

10. General comments:  How would you characterize the writer’s style?  (Give examples from the text.)  In your view, is this style appropriate to the text?

11. Style analysis: Most experienced writers develop their own style, sometimes in concert with the genre and sometimes not.  Survey the text for elements that help you to expand upon the discussion of style.  For example:

a) Does the writer use short sentences or paragraphs for his/her purposes? What is the syntax of those sentences?  What effect does this brevity have upon the reader?

b) What is the writer’s stance toward the topic?  What adjectives, nouns, or adverbs does s/he use to portray that stance?

c) What types of sentences does the writer use frequently?  What effect do these sentences have on the reader?

d) Expository English prose is said to be “reader-considerate.”  What does the writer do to lead the reader through the text?

C. Critique:


Using your comments above, discuss whether you think that the writer’s argument and text are successful or unsuccessful (or partially successful…).  Use specific reasons and material from the text for your answer. 

